


Addressing a Gap

Approximately 19% of Canadians reside in rural and remote areas. Many of
these communities are situated far from hospitals, clinics, and specialized
healthcare services, sometimes hundreds or even thousands of kilometres
away from the nearest medical facility.

While helicopters in healthcare settings
are often associated with emergency
services, HWB is taking a preventative
approach. Instead of reacting to health
issues that require emergency
evacuatlon as is common in our

address the root causes.

Current Programs
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Helicopters Without Borders would like to acknowledge with gratitude that we
work on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the Coast Salish
peoples - Skwxwu7mesh (Squamish), Sté: 16 and Salilwata?/Selilwitulh
(Tsleil-Waututh) and x*mabkwayam (Musqueam) Nations.



Impact at a Glance
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INDIVIDUALS IMPACTED IN
REMOTE COMMUNITIES
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Where We've Flown

WELCOME TO OUR FLIGHT NETWORK.

Here's a look at the communities HWB reached in 2024. From
coast to mountains, our flights connected some of Western
Canada’s most remote communities with health clinics, patient
transportation services, fresh food, and essential health cargo.

109

Takla '
HOURS FLOWN
Tachet ¢
Yekooche W...._
Skin Tyee ' """"""""""
Kimsquit '
Nuxalk ' h
Wuikinuxv
Dzawada'enuxw '
’ Tsal'alh
Klahoose
Nuchatlaht Y@ . ’ £ ' Skatin
Ehattesaht ___________________ N “-‘ ¢ r ' Xa'xsta
Ahousaht ' ’
Uchucklesaht )
Tlaoquiaht/Ty-histannis ¥~~~ -7 =

Huu-ay-aht ' ’ Penelakut

Ditidaht S
\



Team-Based Flights

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

Our health programs are thoughtfully co-created in partnership with
community leaders and health directors, ensuring they are tailored to the
unique priorities, cultures, and health needs of each community we serve. The
range of services we help deliver is incredibly diverse, reflecting the many ways
communities define and pursue well-being. The practitioners we transport
represent a wide spectrum of expertise, including, but not limited to, the
following:

e Audiologists Footcare Nurses e Pediatric Team
e Dentists e Harm Reduction Workers

Mental Health Workers

Psychologists

e Dental Hygienists

Physiotherapists

e Diabetes Team e Nurse Practitioners e Social Workers
e Dietitians e Occupational Therapists e Speech Therapists
e Family Physicians e Optometrists e Traditional Wellness

PRACTITIONERS FLOWN

Other

Optometry

Dental Care

Diabetes Team

Audiology

OT, PT

Nurses

Dieticians Mental Health...

Primary Care




Team-Based Flights

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

HWB bridges the distance between remote communities and essential
healthcare using the speed and flexibility of helicopters. Our team-based flights
save community members from costly, time-consuming travel and bring
practitioners directly where they're needed most.

With room for up to 12 passengers, specialized portable e
medical equipment, and a strong network of healthcare
partners, HWB delivers customized health clinics designed “
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HEALTH PROVIDERS
TRANSPORTED

around each community’s unique wellness needs.




Our Growth Mindset

Between 2023 and 2024, HWB completed more clinical
appointments while cutting flight time by over 15% - proving
we're improving community health outcomes while becoming

more efficient with every donor dollar.
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HELLY HANSEN




A Collaborative Effort

Helicopters Without Borders is powered by people, including our partners and
donors who believe in our mission. With over 15 dedicated partners and
countless individual and organizational donors, HWB can pursue the goal of
equal access to health and wellness services across BC. We are deeply grateful
to the partners and health service providers who stand with us, and to our
donors whose generosity fuels every flight. Your support not only makes our
work possible but also inspires us to reach further, bringing health equity to
some of the most remote communities one flight at a time.

PARTNER HIGHLIGHTS

e Backpack Buddies e Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council
e BC Doctors of Optometry e Options for Sexual Health

e First Nations Health Authority e Pacific Blue Cross

e Food Banks BC e Power to Give

e Gordon Food Service e Soap for Hope

e Khalsa Aid Canada e United Way BC

e Loaves and Fishes e University of British Columbia

¢ North Raven Dental

DONOR HIGHLIGHTS
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We'llmake you smile. SOLUTIONS FOR HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS



A Message from our
CEO and Co-Founder

Across much of British Columbia, distance still shapes access to care. For many
remote and rural communities, the nearest clinic can be hundreds of kilometres
away by water or air. Weather, logistics, and gaps in culturally safe services can
push waiting times for appointments from weeks to months. These stories
aren'tisolated, but we're learning how to break down the barriers they expose.

In 2024, our team reached more than 2,000
people across the province, bringing essential
health services directly to where they're
needed most. This report shares what that
looks like in practice: the resilience, the
partnerships, the challenges, and the
progress toward an ecosystem where
geography doesn't define health outcomes.
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-Owen McClung-Sitnam
CEO and Co-Founder

Empathy <+ Creativity < Integrity + Well-being

COMMITTED TO CLIMATE STEWARDSHIP.

ALL OUR FLIGHTS ARE CARBON-NEUTRAL.

We are fully committed to the stewardship of the lands we
live and fly on. We offset all carbon emissions by purchasing
carbon credits from the Great Bear Carbon, representing
members of the Coastal First Nations Great Bear Initiative.



https://www.greatbearcarbon.ca/
https://coastalfirstnations.ca/

290 - 1275 Venables Street
Vancouver, BC, Canada

V6A 2E4

604-908-2980
HWB®@helicopterswithoutborders.org

Charity Number: 703030288RR0001



https://helicopterswithoutborders.org/

